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L ESSON 12
SOUTH INDIAN KINGDOMS - 11
CHALUKYAS AND RASHTRAKUTAS

Learning Objectives
Students will acquire knowledge about
1. The achievements of Chalukya ruler Pulakesin II.

2. Administration, social life and art and architecture under
the Chalukyas.

3. Palitical history of the Rashtrakutas.
4. Administration and society under the Rashtrakutas.
5. Art and architecture of the Rashtrakutas.

Besides the Pallavas, the Western Chalukyas and the
Rashtrakutasin the Deccan constitute important political forces.
Both these kingdoms had their rivalsin thefar south, namely the
Pallavasand later the Cholas. Their period has a so been important
inthe history of Indiafor their cultural contributions.

Chalukyas (543 -755A.D.)

The Western Chalukyas ruled over an extensive areain the
Deccan for about two centuries after which the Rashtrakutas became
powerful. The family of Western Chalukyas had its offshootslike
the Eastern Chalukyas of Vengi and the Chalukyas of Kalyani.
Pulakesin | wasthefounder of the Chalukyadynasty. He established
asmall kingdom with Vatapi or Badami asitscapital.

Pulakesin Il (608-642 A.D.)

The most important ruler of thisdynasty was Pulakesin11.
TheAiholeinscription issued by him givesthedetails of hisreign.
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He fought with the Kadambas of Banavasi and the Gangas of
Mysore and established his suzerainty. Durvinita, the Gangaruler
accepted hisoverlordship and even gave hisdaughter in marriage
to Pulakesin I1. Another notabl e achievement of Pulakesin |1 was
the defeat of Harshavardhanaon the banks of the river Narmada.
He put a check to the ambition of Harshato conquer the south. In
his first expedition against the Pallavas, Pulakesin || emerged
victorious. But he suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of
Narasimhavarman | near Kanchi. Subsequently, the Chalukyacapita
Vatapi was captured and destroyed by the Pallavas. The most
important event in thereign of Pulakesin Il wasthevisit of Hiuen
Tsang to hiskingdom.

The successor of Pulakesin |1 wasVikramaditya. Heonceagain
consolidated the Chal ukyakingdom and plundered the Pallavacapitd,
Kanchi. Thushehad avenged hisfather’sdefeat and degath at thehands
of thePdlavas. Kirtivarman 11 wasthelast of therulersof the Chalukyas.
Hewasdefeated by Dantidurga, thefounder of the Rashtrakutadynasty.

Administration and Social Lifeunder the Chalukyas

The Chaukyaadministration washighly centralized unlikethat
of the Pallavas and the Cholas. Village autonomy was absent under
the Chalukyas. The Chal ukyashad agreat maritime power. Pulakesin
Il had 100 shipsin hisnavy. They also had asmall standing army.

The Badami Chalukyas were Brahmanical Hindus but they
gaverespect to other religions. Importancewas givento Vedicrites
and rituals. Thefounder of the dynasty Pulakesin | performed the
asvamedha sacrifice. A number of templesin honour of Vishnu,
Sivaand other godswere a so built during thisperiod. Hiuen Tsang
mentioned about the decline of Buddhism in western Deccan. But
Jainism was steadily on the path of progressin thisregion. Ravikirti,
the court poet of Pulakesin |1 who composed the Aiholeinscription
wasadain.
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Art and Architecture

The Chalukyasweregresat patrons
of art. They developedthevesara style ©
in the building of structural temples. &
However, the vesara style reached its §
culmination only under the Rashtrakutas
andtheHoysdas. Thegtructura temples
of theChd ukyasexi s a Aihole, Badami CAVE TEMPLE AT AJANTA
and Pattadakal . Cave templ e architecture was al so famous under the
Chaukyas. Their cavetemplesarefoundin Ajanta, Elloraand Nasik.
The best specimens of Chal ukya paintings can be seeninthe Badami
cavetempleandinthe Ajantacaves. Thereception giventoaPersian
embassy by Pulakesin |l isdepictedinapainting at Ajantha.

The Chalukyatemples may be divided into two stages. The
first stage is represented by the temples at Aihole and Badami.
Among the seventy templesfound at Aihole, four areimportant.

1. Ladh Khan temple is a low, flat-roofed structure
consisting of apillared hall.

2. DurgatempleresemblesaBuddha Chaitya.
Huchimaligudi temple.
The Jaintempleat Meguiti.

Among thetemplesa Badami,
the Muktheeswara temple and the
Melagutti Sivalaya are notable for
their architectura beauty. A group of
four rock-cut templesat Badami are
. Marked by highworkmanship. The
= &% wallsand pillared hallsareadorned
by beautiful images of gods and
human beings.
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CaveTempleat Badami

The second stage is
represented by the temples at
Pattadakal. There are ten temples
here, four in the northern style and
theremaining six inthe Dravidian
style. The Papanathatempleisthe

Virupakshatempleat most notablein the northern style.

Pattadakkal The Sangamesvaratemple and the
Virupaksha temple are famous for their Dravidian style. The
Virupakshatempleisbuilt onthe model of the Kailasanathatemple
at Kanchipuram. It was built by one of the queensof Vikramaditya
I1. Scul ptorsbrought from Kanchi were employed inits construction.

Rashtrakutas (755 - 975 A.D.)

The Rashtrakutas were of Kannada origin and Kannada
language was their mother tongue. Dantidurgawasthe founder of
the Rashtrakuta dynasty. He defeated the Gurjaras and captured
Malwa from them. Then he annexed the Chalukya kingdom by
defeating Kirtivarman Il. Thus, the Rashtrakutas became a
paramount power in the Deccan.

His successor Krishna | was also a great conqueror. He
defeated the Gangas and the eastern Chalukyas of Vengi. He built
the magnificent rock-cut monolithic Kailasatempleat Ellora. The
next important king of thisdynasty was Govindalll. He achieved
victoriesover north Indian kingdoms.

His successor Amoghavarshal (815- 880 A.D.) ruled for a
long period of 64 years. He had lost control over Malwa and
Gangavadi. Yet, hisreign waspopular for the cultural devel opment.
Hewasafollower of Jainism. Jinasenawas his chief preceptor. He
wasalso apatron of |ettersand he himsealf wrote thefamousKannada
work, Kavirgiamarga. He had al so built the Rashtrakuta capital,
the city of Malkhed or Manyakheda.
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Among the successors of Amoghavarshal, Krishnalll (936-
968 A.D.) wasfamousfor hisexpeditions. He marched against the
Cholas and defeated them at Takkolam. He marched further south
and captured Tanjore. Hewent asfar as Rameswaram and occupied
it for sometime. He built several templesinthe conquered territories
including the Krishneswaratemple at Rameswaram. Throughout his
reign he possessed the Tondai mandalam region including the capital
Kanchi. After hisdeath, the power of the Rashtrakutas declined.

Administration

TheRashtrakutaEmpirewasdividedinto severd provincescaled
rashtrasunder the control of rashtrapatis. They werefurther divided
into vishayas or districts governed by vishayapatis. The next
subdivision wasbhukti consisting of 50to 70 villagesunder the control
of bhogapatis. These officersweredirectly appointed by the central
government. Thevillage administration was carried on by thevillage
headmen. However, thevillage assemblies played asignificant rolein
thevillageadminigtration.

Society and Economy

TheHindu sectsof Vai shnavism and Saivism flourished during
the period of Rashtrakutas. Yet, they did not affect the progress of
Jainism under the patronage of Rashtrakutakingsand officers. Almost
onethird of the popul ation of the Deccan were Jains. Therewere some
prosperous Buddhi st settlementsat placeslike Kanheri, Sholapur and
Dharwar. Therewasharmony among variousreligions. Therewasa
collegeat Salatogi, Situated in modern Bijapur district. Aninscription
givesdetailsof thiseducational centre. It wasrun by theincomefrom
the endowments made by therich aswell as by all the villagers on
occasonsof functionsand festivals.

Theeconomy wasasoinaflourishing condition. Therewasan
active commerce between the Deccan and the Arabs. The Rashtrakuta
kings promoted the Arab trade by maintaining friendship with them.
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Cultural Contributions

The Rashtrakutas widely patronized the Sanskrit literature.
Thereweremany scholarsinthe Rashtrakutacourt. Trivikramawrote
Nalachampu and the Kavirahasya was composed by Halayudha
during thereign of Krishnalll. The Jain literature flourished under
the patronage of the Rashtrakutas. Amogavarshal, whowasaJain
patronized many Jain scholars. His teacher Jinasena composed
Parsvabhudaya, abiography of Parsvain verses. Another scholar
Gunabhadrawrote the Adipurana, thelife stories of various Jain
saints. Sakatayana wrote the grammer work called Amogavritti.
The great mathematician of thisperiod, Viracharyawas the author
of Ganitasaram.

The Kannadaliterature saw itsbeginning during the period of
the Rashtrakutas. Amogavarsha's Kavirajamarga was the first
poetic work in Kannadalanguage. Pampawas the greatest of the
Kannada poets. His famous work was
Vikramasenavijaya. Ponna was another
famous Kannada poet and he wrote
Santipurana.

Art and Architecture

The art and architecture of the &
Rashtrakutas were found at Ellora and g ¥
Elephanta. At Ellora, the most remarkable Ta
templeistheKailasatemple. It wasexcavated =
duringthereign of Krishnal. Itiscarved out of L__
amassiveblock of rock 200 feet long, and 100 KA'ALTAng OEF';"APLE
feetin breadth and height. Thetempleconsists
of four parts- themain shrine, the entrance gateway, anintermediate
shrinefor Nandi and mandapa surrounding the courtyard. Thetemple
standson alofty plinth 25 feet high. The central face of the plinth has
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imposing figures of e ephantsand lionsgiving theimpressionthat the
entire structure rests on their back. It has athree-tiered sikhara or
tower resembling the sikhara of the Mamallapuram rathas. In the
interior of thetemplethereisapillared hall which has sixteen square
pillars. TheKailasatempleisan architectural marvel withit beautiful
sculptures. Thesculpture of the Goddess Durgaisshown asdaying the
Buffal o demon. In another scul pture Ravanawas making attemptsto
lift Mount Kailasa, the abode of Siva. The scenes of Ramayanawere
also depicted onthewalls. Thegeneral characteristicsof theKailasa
templearemore Dravidian.

Elephantais an isand near Bombay. It was originally called
Sripuri. ThePortugueseafter seeing thelargefigureof an eephant named
it Elephanta. The sculptura art of the Rashtrakutasreached itszenithin
thisplace. Thereisaclosesimilarity between the sculpturesat Ellora
and those in Elephanta. They might have been carved by the same
craftsmen. At the entrance to the sanctum there are huge figures of
dwara-palakas. Inthewalls of the prakaraaround the sanctum there
areniches containing theimagesof Shivain variousforms- Natargja,
Gangadhara, Ardhanareesvaraand Somaskanda. The most imposing
figureof thistempleis Trimurthi. Thesculptureissix metrehigh. Itis
said to represent the three aspects of Shivaas Creator, Preserver and
Destroyer.

Learning Outcome
After learning this lesson the students will be able to explain
1. The political history of the Chalukyas of Badami.
2. Art and architecture of the Chalukyas.
3. Achievements of the Rashtrakuta rulers.
4. Cultural contributions of the Rashtrakutas.
5

Literary developments during the Rashtrakuta rule.
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MODEL QUESTIONS

Choose the correct answer.

Aiholeinscription wasissued by

() Amoghavarshal (b) Pulakesinll

(c) Govindalll (d) Dantidurga

Who among the following defeated the Cholas at Takkolam?
(a) Pulakesinll (b) Amoghavarshal

(c) Vikramadityal (d) Krishnalll

Fill in theblanks.

...... wasthe capital of Rashtrakutas.
Thefounder of the Rashtrakutadynasty was......
Sripuri wasrenamed as Elephantaby ......
Match thefollowing.

Ravikirti a) Vikramasenavijaya
Amoghavarshal b) Ganitasaram
Pampa c) Aiholeinscription
Viracharya d) Kavirgjamarga

Find out the correct statement. One statement aloneis
right.

Elloraisanisland near Bombay.

TheKailasatempleisat Ellora.

Thetemplesat Ellorawere built during the Chalukyarule.
TheKailasatempleat Ellorawasbuilt by Pulakesin 1.
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