
Section-A

Q.1 Compare the architectural styles of Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain caves in India.

Ans: 	 The	cave	architecture	of	India	reflects	the	religious,	philosophical,	and	artistic	developments	

of	Buddhism,	Hinduism,	and	Jainism	across	centuries.

Buddhist Caves:

zz Earliest	examples	(2nd	century	BCE)	like	Barabar and Ajanta	caves.

zz Focused	on	simplicity and monastic utility with viharas	(monasteries)	and	chaityas	(prayer	halls).

zz Rich	murals	and	carvings	depict	Jataka tales	and	the	life	of	Buddha.

Hindu Caves:

zz Flourished	under	the	Gupta	and	Rashtrakuta	dynasties	(e.g.,	Elephanta Caves).

zz Grand	sculptures	of	deities	like	Shiva	(Maheshmurti	at	Elephanta).

zz Emphasis	on	dynamic forms,	intricate	iconography,	and	mythological narratives.

Jain Caves:

zz Found	mainly	at	Ellora and Udayagiri.

zz Characterized	by	austerity	combined	with	elaborate ornamentation.

zz Depict	Tirthankaras	in	meditative	postures	and	fine	detailing	symbolizing	spiritual purity.
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While	Buddhist	caves	emphasized	simplicity	and	meditation,	Hindu	caves	celebrated	divine	grandeur,	

and	Jain	caves	balanced	ascetic	ideals	with	artistic	finesse,	collectively	enriching	India’s	cultural	heritage.

Feature Buddhist Caves Hindu Caves Jain Caves

Period
2 nd	 cen tu ry 	 BCE	

onwards
5th	century	CE	onwards 6th	century	CE	onwards

Purpose
Monastic	 living	 and	

worship

Temple	 worship	 and	

depiction	of	deities

Worship	 and	 depiction	 of	

Tirthankaras

Main 

Structures

Viharas	(monasteries),	

Chai tyas 	 (prayer	

halls)

Rock-cut 	 temples ,	

mandapas

Rock-cut	temples,	meditation	

halls

Key Features

Simplicity,	 focus	 on	

meditation;	 murals	

depicting	Jataka	tales

Rich	 iconography;	

dynamic	sculptures	of	

gods	and	goddesses

Austerity	 with	 intricate	

ornamentation;	 depiction	 of	

spiritual	purity

Famous 

Examples

A j a n t a 	 C a v e s ,	

Barabar	Hills

E l ephan t a 	 Caves ,	

Ellora	(Hindu	section)

Ellora	(Jain	caves),	Udayagiri-

Khandagiri	Caves

Artistic Style

Graceful,	 narrative-

based	 paintings	 and	

carvings

Grand 	 scu lp tures ,	

mythological	themes

Fine,	 detailed	 carvings,	

emphasis	on	symmetry

Deities 

Represented

B u d d h a  a n d 

Bodhisattvas

Shiva,	Vishnu,	 other	

Hindu	deities

Ti r thankaras 	 ( sp i r i tua l	

teachers)



Q.2 Explain the role of women in India’s freedom struggle with examples from different 
regions.

Ans: Women	 played	 a	 significant	 yet	 often	 underrepresented	 role	 in	 India’s	 freedom	 struggle,	

contributing	across	ideological,	regional,	and	class	lines.

zz Leadership and Mass Mobilization:	In	Bengal,	Sarojini Naidu	led	the	Civil	Disobedience	

Movement	and	represented	India	internationally.	In	Maharashtra,	Savitribai Phule	championed	

women’s	education	as	a	tool	of	resistance.

zz Revolutionary Participation: Kalpana Dutta and Pritilata Waddedar	participated	in	armed	

struggles	in	Bengal	under	the	Chittagong	Armoury	Raid.

zz Peasant and Tribal Movements:	In	Andhra	Pradesh,	Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy’s wife 

and	other	women	supported	anti-British	peasant	revolts.	In	the	Northeast,	Rani Gaidinliu	led	

a	tribal	movement	against	British	rule.

zz Support Roles and Social Reform:	Women	like	Annie Besant and Kasturba Gandhi	inspired	

social	and	political	awakening	through	reform	and	civil	resistance.

Women	across	regions	transcended	societal	barriers,	making	sacrifices	and	mobilizing	masses,	proving	

themselves	vital	to	India’s	path	to	independence.
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Q.3 Analyse the challenges faced by India in integrating princely states after independence.

Ans: In	1947,	India	faced	the	monumental	task	of	integrating	565	princely	states,	which	were	legally	

autonomous	under	British	suzerainty.	Ensuring	national	unity	and	territorial	integrity	posed	

serious	challenges.

zz Political Fragmentation:	States	were	free	to	accede	to	India,	Pakistan,	or	remain	independent,	

threatening	national	cohesion.

zz Resistance from Rulers:	Many	 rulers,	 such	 as	 the	Nizam	of	Hyderabad	 and	Nawab	of	

Junagadh,	sought	independence	or	accession	to	Pakistan	due	to	fear	of	losing	privileges.

zz Geopolitical and Communal Complexity:	Hyderabad	(Muslim	ruler,	Hindu	majority)	and	

Kashmir	(Hindu	ruler,	Muslim	majority)	presented	unique	challenges.

zz Legal and Constitutional Vacuum:	British	withdrawal	left	no	binding	legal	mechanism	to	

enforce	accession.

zz Threat of Balkanization:	 Disintegration	 into	multiple	 sovereign	 entities	 could	 have	

undermined	India’s	unity	and	stability.

With	 Sardar	 Patel’s	 pragmatic	 leadership	 and	V.P.	Menon’s	 administrative	 acumen,	 India	 used	

diplomacy,	 legal	 instruments,	 and	where	 necessary,	military	 force,	 to	 achieve	 historic	 national	

integration.
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Q.4	 Highlight	the	significance	of	tribal	uprisings	during	India’s	freedom	struggle.

Ans:	 The	tribal	uprisings	played	a	pivotal	role	in	the	broader	narrative	of	India’s	freedom	struggle,	
though	 often	marginalized	 in	mainstream	 historiography.	 These	 revolts	 were	 not	 isolated	
or	apolitical;	 they	represented	deep-rooted	resistance	against	colonial	exploitation,	cultural	
alienation,	and	socio-economic	oppression.

1. Early Resistance to Colonial Rule

zz Tribal	uprisings	were	among	the	earliest	forms	of	organized	resistance	to	British	authority.
zz The Santhal Rebellion (1855-56) and the Kol Uprising (1831-32)	predated	the	Revolt	of	

1857,	highlighting	the	tribes’	awareness	and	opposition	to	exploitative	colonial	policies.

2. Assertion of Indigenous Identity and Rights

zz Tribes	resisted	encroachment	on	their	land,	forest	rights,	and	traditional	systems.
zz Leaders	like	Birsa Munda	in	the	Munda	rebellion	(1899-1900)	envisioned	a	self-rule	that	

blended	tribal	traditions	with	the	spirit	of	resistance.	

3. Challenge to Economic Exploitation

zz The	British	land	revenue	systems,	moneylenders,	and	contractors	devastated	tribal	economies.
zz Uprisings	protested	the	loss	of	communal ownership,	forced	labour,	and	unjust	taxation.

4. Sociocultural Resistance

zz Tribal	 revolts	 also	 resisted	 the	 imposition	 of	 alien	 values,	 religion,	 and	 administrative	
mechanisms.

zz The	revolts	symbolized	a	fight	to	preserve	tribal	autonomy, customs, and belief systems.

5. Mass Mobilization and Local Leadership

zz These	uprisings	mobilized	 large	 sections	of	 tribal	 communities	 and	produced	charismatic	
leaders	like	Sidhu-Kanhu,	Alluri Sitarama Raju,	and	Tana Bhagat.

zz They	served	as	precursors	to	later	mass movements	by	highlighting	grassroots	mobilization.

6. Inspirational Legacy

zz Tribal	revolts	left	an	enduring	legacy	that	inspired	regional and national movements.
zz Their	spirit	was	recognized	in	Gandhian	movements	where	tribal	areas	became	active	centers	

of	resistance	(e.g.,	Alluri’s	support	for	the	Non-Cooperation	Movement).
Tribal	 uprisings	 were	 significant	 not	 just	 for	 their	 immediate	 impact,	 but	 for	 their	 moral	 and	
political	symbolism	in	India’s	anti-colonial	struggle.	They	reflected	the	aspirations	of	marginalized	
communities	and	enriched	the	freedom	movement	with	diverse	voices	demanding	justice,	dignity,	
and	self-determination.
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Q.5 Critically analyse the impact of liberalization, privatization and globalization (LPG) on 
Indian society.

Ans:	 The	1991	economic	reforms	marked	a	paradigm	shift	from	a	state-controlled economy to a 
market-driven model,	aimed	at	addressing	the	Balance of Payments crisis.	

These	reforms	accelerated	India’s	GDP growth	(average	6–7%	in	the	post-reform	decades)	but	also	
triggered	profound	social	changes,	both	positive	and	negative.

Positive Impacts of LPG on Indian Society

Economic Empowerment and Rise of Middle Class:

zz India’s	GDP grew from 1.1 trillion USD (2000) to over 3.7 trillion USD (2023).
zz Urbanization	rose	from	25% (1991) to over 35% (2023),	creating	a	large	consumer	base.

Services Sector Boom:

zz Services	contributed	nearly	55% to India’s GDP	by	2023.
zz The	IT-BPO	sector	alone	employed	over 5 million	people,	enhancing	global	competitiveness.

 Increased Consumer Choices:

zz Entry	of	global	brands	expanded	access	to	varied	goods	and	lifestyles.
zz Mobile	penetration	rose	from	0.3% (1991) to over 85%	today.

Women’s Participation:

zz Women’s	employment	in	BPOs,	retail,	and	banking	sectors	increased;
zz Financial	independence	and	social	mobility,	especially	in	urban	centers,	were	notably	boosted.

Negative Impacts of LPG on Indian Society:

Rising Inequality:

zz India’s	Gini	coefficient	(a	measure	of	inequality)	worsened	from	0.32 (1993) to 0.38 (2020).
zz Rural-urban	income	disparities	widened.
zz India’s	top	1%	owned	more	than	40.5%	of	its	total	wealth	in	2021.	(Oxfam	Report)	

Agrarian Distress:

zz Share	of	agriculture	in	GDP	fell	from	32% (1991) to 15% (2023).
zz Farmer	suicides	and	rural	indebtedness	became	serious	issues	due	to	exposure	to	global	market	

forces.

Cultural Homogenization:

zz Global	media	and	brands	promoted	westernized	lifestyles,	marginalizing	indigenous	cultures	
and	traditions.

Jobless Growth:

zz Despite	high	GDP	growth,	employment	elasticity	declined.
zz Formal	sector	jobs	stagnated	while	informal	and	gig	economy	jobs	rose,	reducing	job	security.

While	LPG	reforms	successfully	integrated	India	into	the	global	economy	and	elevated	millions	into	the	
middle	class,	their	social	consequences—especially	rising	inequality	and	rural	distress—highlight	the	
need	for	inclusive	growth	strategies,	rural	revitalization	programs,	and	strong	regulatory	frameworks	
to	ensure	that	economic	prosperity	is	broad-based	and	sustainable.
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Q.6 Analyse the challenges posed by rapid population growth in India and suggest measures 
for sustainable population control.

Ans: India	 is	 projected	 to	 be	 the	world’s	most	 populous	 country,	with	 over	 1.4	 billion	 people.	

While	 population	 can	be	 an	 asset	 if	well-managed,	 uncontrolled	growth	poses	 significant	

developmental	and	environmental	challenges.

Challenges Posed by Rapid Population Growth:

1. Pressure on Resources and Infrastructure:	Excess	population	leads	to	overcrowding,	water	

scarcity,	housing	shortages,	and	pressure	on	public	services	like	education	and	healthcare.

2. Unemployment and Underemployment:	With	a	large	number	of	people	entering	the	workforce,	

job	creation	becomes	a	major	challenge,	leading	to	informal	employment	and	rising	inequalities.

3. Environmental Degradation:	More	people	mean	higher	consumption,	waste	generation,	and	

stress	on	ecosystems,	contributing	to	pollution,	deforestation,	and	climate	change.

4. Food and Water Insecurity:	Population	growth	outpaces	the	rate	of	agricultural	productivity	and	

water	availability,	impacting	food	security.

5. Urban Slums and Poor Quality of Life:	Rapid	urban	migration	driven	by	population	pressure	

leads	to	the	growth	of	slums,	inadequate	sanitation,	and	health	hazards.

Measures for Sustainable Population Control:

zz Promote Female Education and Empowerment	for	better	reproductive	choices.

zz Strengthen family planning services	with	access	to	contraceptives	and	awareness	campaigns.

zz Encourage late marriages and small family norms	through	community	involvement.

zz Incentivize population control	through	policies	and	benefits.

zz Implement	state-specific	population	policies,	learning	from	successful	examples	like	Kerala	

and	Tamil	Nadu.

India	must	adopt	a	holistic	and	rights-based	approach	to	population	control,	balancing	developmental	

needs	with	sustainability	and	human	dignity.
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Q.7 Analyse the challenges posed by refugees in India and suggest a balanced policy ap-
proach.

Ans: India,	despite	not	being	a	 signatory	 to	 the	1951	UN	Refugee	Convention,	has	historically	

hosted	large	numbers	of	refugees,	including	Tibetans, Sri Lankan Tamils, Chakmas, and 

Rohingyas.	

However,	the	influx	of	refugees	poses	various	governance,	security,	and	socio-economic	challenges.

Challenges Posed by Refugees in India:

1. Absence of a Uniform Refugee Law:	India	lacks	a	comprehensive	legal	framework	to	distinguish	

between	refugees	and	illegal	immigrants,	leading	to	ad hoc policy decisions.

2. Security Concerns:	 Unregulated	 refugee	 inflow	 can	 pose	 internal	 security risks,	 including	

radicalization,	cross-border terrorism,	and	illegal	arms	trafficking.

3. Pressure on Resources and Services:	 Large	 refugee	 populations	 strain	 public services,	

employment,	housing,	and	healthcare	in	already	overburdened	regions.

4. Social Tensions:	Increased	competition	for	jobs	and	resources	may	lead	to	resentment	among	

local	populations,	affecting	communal harmony.

5. Diplomatic Sensitivities:	Refugee	issues	often	impact	bilateral relations,	such	as	with	Myanmar 

or Bangladesh,	complicating	foreign	policy.

Balanced Policy Approach:

zz Enact a National Refugee Law	to	ensure	humane	treatment	while	distinguishing	between	

refugees	and	economic	migrants.

zz Coordinate with UNHCR	for	identity	registration	and	access	to	basic	rights.

zz Ensure	regional cooperation	through	SAARC	or	BIMSTEC	mechanisms.

zz Balance	humanitarian obligations with national security	through	regulated	entry,	monitoring,	

and	integration	programs.

Conclusion:

India	must	adopt	a	rights-based	yet	security-conscious	refugee	policy,	upholding	its	tradition	of	asylum	

while	protecting	national	interests.
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Q.8 What are the causes and impacts of earthquakes in the Indian subcontinent?

Ans: The	Indian	subcontinent	lies	at	the	convergence	of	the	Indian and Eurasian tectonic plates,	

making	it	highly	susceptible	to	seismic	activity.	Earthquakes	have	historically	caused	massive	

destruction	across	various	regions.

Causes of Earthquakes

1. Plate Tectonic Movements: The collision of the Indian Plate with the Eurasian Plate	 is	

responsible	for	the	formation	of	the	Himalayas	and	recurrent	seismic	activity.

2. Intraplate Activity:	 Regions	 like	 Latur (Maharashtra) and Koyna (Maharashtra) have 

experienced	devastating	quakes	due	to	the	reactivation	of	ancient	fault	lines	within	the	Indian	

Plate.

3. Human-Induced Factors:	Reservoir-induced	seismicity	(e.g.,	Koyna Dam),	mining,	deep	drilling,	

and	fracking	activities	can	disturb	subsurface	pressure,	triggering	localized	tremors.

4. Subduction and Slip Zones:	 In	 the	 northeast	 and	 along	 the	 Andaman-Nicobar trench,	

subduction zones	and	sudden	plate	slips	cause	high-magnitude	earthquakes	and	tsunamis	(e.g.,	

2004 Indian Ocean tsunami).

Impacts of Earthquakes:

1. Loss of Life and Livelihood:	Thousands	perish	or	are	injured,	especially	in	densely	populated	

or	poorly	built	areas.

2. Infrastructure Damage:	Vital	infrastructure—buildings,	roads,	bridges,	dams—is	often	severely	

affected,	hampering	economic	activity.

3. Secondary Hazards:	Earthquakes	can	trigger	landslides	(common	in	the	Himalayas),	tsunamis,	

and fires	due	to	ruptured	gas	lines.

4. Psychological and Social Impacts:	 Survivors	 often	 suffer	 from	 trauma,	 displacement,	 and	

disruption	of	social	networks.

A	comprehensive	approach	involving	zoning	regulations,	earthquake-resilient	 infrastructure,	early	

warning	systems,	and	community	preparedness	is	essential	to	mitigate	the	impact	of	future	earthquakes.
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Q.9	 Evaluate	the	economic	and	strategic	significance	of	India’s	oceanic	resources.

Ans:	 India,	with	a	coastline	of	over	7,500	km	and	an	Exclusive	Economic	Zone	(EEZ)	of	over	

2	million	 sq.	 km,	 possesses	 immense	 oceanic	 resources	 that	 are	 vital	 for	 both	 economic	

development	and	strategic	security.

Economic	Significance:

1. Energy Resources:	India’s	EEZ	holds	vast	reserves	of	oil and natural gas,	particularly	in	the	

Mumbai High and Krishna-Godavari Basin,	aiding	energy	security.

2. Marine Economy and Livelihoods: The fisheries	sector	supports	over	14	million	people	and	

contributes	significantly	to	exports	and	food	security.

3. Maritime Trade and Port Infrastructure: Over 90% of India’s trade by volume	is	sea-borne,	

with	initiatives	like	Sagarmala	enhancing	coastal	connectivity	and	logistics.

4. Blue Economy Initiatives:	Focus	on	sustainable	use	of	marine	resources	for	inclusive	development	

and	environmental	balance.

Strategic	Significance:

1. Geopolitical Location:	India’s	location	in	the	Indian Ocean	allows	influence	over	critical	sea	

lanes	such	as	the	Strait of Malacca.

2. Maritime Security Assets: The Andaman & Nicobar Islands	serve	as	strategic	outposts	for	

surveillance	and	naval	deployment.

3. SAGAR Doctrine:	India	promotes	Security and Growth for All in the Region,	positioning	itself	

as	a	net security provider	amidst	China’s	rising	maritime	presence.

India’s	oceanic	resources	are	vital	for	economic	growth	and	strategic	autonomy,	demanding	sustainable	

and	secure	utilization	for	long-term	national	interest.
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Q.10	 How	have	historical	and	natural	factors	influenced	the	evolution	of	frontiers	in	the	In-
dian subcontinent?

Ans: The	 evolution	 of	 frontiers	 in	 the	 Indian	 subcontinent	 has	 been	 deeply	 influenced	 by	 both	

historical and natural	factors.	These	frontiers,	often	fluid	and	contested,	have	shaped	India’s	

political	boundaries,	strategic	concerns,	and	cultural	zones	over	centuries.

Natural	Factors	Influencing	Frontiers:

1. Himalayas as a Natural Barrier:

zz The	Himalayan	range	has	historically	acted	as	a	formidable	northern	frontier,	insulating	the	

subcontinent	from	Central	Asian	invasions	to	an	extent.

zz However,	mountain	passes	like	the	Khyber and Bolan	served	as	entry	points	for	invaders	and	

migrants	(e.g.,	Aryans,	Kushans,	Mughals).

2. Deserts and Arid Zones:

zz The Thar Desert	has	functioned	as	a	natural	buffer	between	India	and	regions	to	its	northwest,	

but	not	an	impenetrable	one—hence	the	repeated	invasions	through	Sindh	and	Punjab.

3. Rivers and Plains:

zz The Indus and Ganges	river	systems	facilitated	cultural	and	economic	integration	but	also	

created	frontiers	(e.g.,	between	eastern	and	western	regions).

zz Rivers	like	the	Brahmaputra	in	the	northeast	created	geographical	isolation,	affecting	frontier	

consolidation	in	Assam	and	Arunachal	Pradesh.

4. Coastal Geography and Islands:

zz India’s	long	coastline	made	it	vulnerable	to	maritime	influence	and	colonization	(e.g.,	European	

trading	posts).

zz Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep	islands	extend	India’s	maritime	frontiers	into	the	

Bay	of	Bengal	and	Arabian	Sea,	respectively.

Historical	Factors	Influencing	Frontiers:

1. Ancient Empires and Cultural Spread:

zz Empires	like	the	Mauryas and Guptas	expanded	frontiers	by	integrating	vast	regions.

zz However,	they	often	left	out	the	northeast	and	deep	south,	showing	early	cultural	frontiers.
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2. Medieval Invasions and Islamic Rule:

zz Repeated	 invasions	 from	 the	 northwest	 shifted	 and	hardened	political	 frontiers	 (e.g.,	Delhi	

Sultanate,	Mughals).

zz Frontier	zones	like	Punjab	and	the	northwest	became	sites	of	repeated	conflict	and	hybrid	culture.

3. Colonial Impact:

zz The British,	French,	Portuguese,	and	Dutch	shaped	coastal	and	maritime	frontiers.

zz The Durand Line	(1893)	and	McMahon Line	(1914)	were	colonial	constructs	with	enduring	

legacies	and	disputes	(e.g.,	India-Pakistan,	India-China	borders).

4. Partition of 1947:

zz Created	new	political	frontiers	(India-Pakistan,	and	later	Bangladesh),	often	arbitrarily	drawn,	

cutting	across	ethnic,	linguistic,	and	cultural	lines.

zz Led	to	massive	displacement	and	long-term	conflict	zones,	especially	in	Jammu & Kashmir 

and Punjab.

5.	 Post-Independence	Conflicts	and	Agreements:

zz Wars with China (1962) and Pakistan (1947, 1965, 1971, 1999)	 altered	 perceptions	 and	

management	of	frontiers.

zz Frontier	infrastructure,	military	presence,	and	border	disputes	(e.g.,	LOC,	LAC)	are	a	result	of	

these	historical	tensions.

Conclusion:

The	evolution	of	India’s	frontiers	has	not	been	static;	it	is	the	product	of	a	dynamic	interplay	between	

geography	 and	 history.	 Natural	 features	 have	 both	 protected	 and	 exposed	 the	 subcontinent,	 while	

historical	 events—empires,	 invasions,	 colonial	 rule,	 and	 wars—have	 carved	 political	 and	 cultural	

boundaries.	Understanding	this	evolution	is	crucial	for	grasping	India’s	current	strategic	concerns	and	

its	borderland	complexities.



Section-B 

Q.11 Compare the features of the Dravida and Nagara styles of temple architecture. Illustrate 
your answer with examples from various regions of India.

Ans:	 The	Dravida	and	Nagara	styles	represent	two	major	schools	of	temple	architecture	in	India,	

developed	and	flourished	under	different	regional,	cultural,	and	political	contexts.	

These	styles	not	only	differ	in	structural	features	but	also	reflect	the	artistic	and	spiritual	expressions	

of	their	respective	regions.

Comparison of Dravida and Nagara Styles of Temple Architecture
Feature Dravida Style Nagara Style

Region Predominantly	Southern	India	(Tamil	
Nadu,	Karnataka,	Andhra	Pradesh)

Predominantly	Northern	 India	
(Uttar	Pradesh,	Odisha,	Madhya	
Pradesh,	Gujarat)

Tower (Shikhara/
Vimana)

Called	Vimana	 –	 pyramid-shaped,	
with	 progressively	 smaller	 storeys	
(talas)

Called	Shikhara	–	curvilinear	or	
beehive-shaped

Base Platform (Jagati) Generally	absent	or	modest Often	built	on	a	raised	platform	
or	jagati

Gateway (Gopuram) Highly	prominent,	especially	in	later	
temples	(e.g.,	Meenakshi	temple)

Usua l l y 	 sma l l e r 	 o r 	 n o t	
emphasized

Sanctum 
(Garbhagriha)

Surrounded	 by	 ambulatory	 path	 in	
larger	temples

Often	without	 an	 ambulatory	
path

Mandapas (pillared 
halls) Multiple	and	progressively	elaborate Mandapas	 may	 exist , 	 but	

generally	less	prominent

Sculptural Detail Richly	carved	walls	and	ceilings	with	
mythological	themes

Ornamentation	on	shikhara	and	
outer	walls,	more	vertical	lines

Subsidiary Shrines Enclosed	within	 a	 compound	wall,	
forming	a	coherent	complex

Sometimes	separate,	not	always	
part	of	the	main	shrine

Material Used Granite	and	other	hard	stones Sandstone,	marble,	 and	 softer	
stones

Shikhara

Mandapa Vimana

Garbhagriha

Gopuram

Dravida Style of Architecture
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Examples of Dravida Style Temples:

1. Brihadeshwara Temple,	Thanjavur	(Tamil	Nadu)	–	Built	by	Rajaraja	Chola	I,	massive	vimana	

and	axial	alignment.

2. Shore Temple,	Mahabalipuram	 (Tamil	Nadu)	 –	 Early	 example	 under	 Pallavas,	 rock-cut	 and	

structural	elements.

3. Meenakshi Temple,	Madurai	–	Famous	for	gigantic	gopurams	and	sculptural	richness.

4. Virupaksha Temple,	 Pattadakal	 (Karnataka)	 –	 Early	 Chalukya	 temple	 showcasing	 Dravida	

features.

Examples of Nagara Style Temples:

1. Kandariya Mahadeva Temple,	Khajuraho	(Madhya	Pradesh)	–	Tall	curvilinear	shikhara	and	

erotic	sculptures.

2. Sun Temple,	Konark	(Odisha)	–	Kalinga	subtype	of	Nagara,	chariot-like	structure	with	intricate	

carvings.

3. Lingaraja Temple,	 Bhubaneswar	 (Odisha)	 –	 Exemplifies	 mature	 Nagara	 style	 with	 vertical	

emphasis.

4. Mukteswara Temple,	Bhubaneswar	–	Noted	for	its	ornate	torana	and	sculptural	elegance.

Conclusion:

The	Dravida	and	Nagara	styles	are	not	just	architectural	frameworks	but	also	cultural	signatures	of	

their	regions.	While	the	Dravida	style	emphasizes	monumental	gopurams	and	pyramidal	vimanas,	the	

Nagara	style	stands	out	for	its	soaring	curvilinear	shikharas.	Together,	they	reflect	the	diversity	and	

richness	of	Indian	temple	architecture,	shaped	by	geography,	dynasties,	and	devotion.



Q.12 Discuss the contributions of Subhas Chandra Bose in the Indian freedom struggle. Was 
his approach to independence different from that of Gandhi and the Congress?

Ans:	 Subhas	Chandra	Bose	was	one	of	the	most	dynamic	and	revolutionary	leaders	of	the	Indian	

freedom	 struggle.	His	 contributions	were	marked	 by	 his	militant	 nationalism,	 charismatic	

leadership,	and	uncompromising	commitment	to	India’s	complete	independence.	

While	he	shared	the	goal	of	an	independent	India	with	Mahatma	Gandhi	and	the	Indian	National	

Congress,	his	methods	and	ideology	differed	significantly.

Contributions of Subhas Chandra Bose:

1. Revitalizing Indian Nationalism:

zz Bose	was	a	prominent	leader	of	the	Indian	National	Congress	in	the	1930s	and	was	elected	

President	twice	(1938–1939).

zz As	Congress	President,	he	advocated	for	complete	independence	(Purna Swaraj)	at	a	time	

when	the	Congress	leadership	was	still	considering	Dominion	Status.

2. Formation of Forward Bloc (1939):

zz After	resigning	from	the	Congress	due	to	ideological	differences,	Bose	founded	the	Forward 

Bloc	to	consolidate	radical	elements	and	continue	the	struggle	for	independence.

3. International Diplomacy:

zz Bose	sought	international	support	to	liberate	India.	He	reached	out	to	Axis powers	during	

World	War	II,	believing	“an enemy’s enemy is a friend.”

zz He	visited	Germany	and	later	Japan to	garner	support	for	the	Indian	cause.

4. Formation of the Indian National Army (INA):

zz Bose	revived the INA	with	the	help	of	the	Japanese	in	Southeast	Asia.
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zz He	inspired	thousands	of	Indians	abroad	to	join	the	military	effort,	coining	the	slogan	“Give 

me blood, and I shall give you freedom.”

zz The	INA’s	military	campaigns	in	Northeast	India,	although	ultimately	unsuccessful,	ignited	

nationalist	sentiments	at	home.

5. Legacy and Impact:

zz The INA trials	(Red	Fort	Trials)	of	1945–46	stirred	nationwide	protests	and	played	a	critical 

role in weakening British resolve.

zz Bose’s	ideology	and	sacrifice	became	a	rallying	point	for	future	generations.

Contrast with Gandhi and the Congress

Dimension Bose’s Approach Gandhi and Congress 
Approach

Ideology Militant	 nationalism,	 authoritarian	
socialism

Non-violent	nationalism,	democratic	
values

Methods Armed	 struggle	 and	 international	
alliances

Non-violence	 (Ahimsa), 	 civil	
disobedience,	satyagraha

Attitude to 
British Rule

Immediate	and	total	overthrow	by	any	
means Gradual	and	negotiated	withdrawal

WWII Stand Opposed	British	war	 efforts,	 sought	
help	from	Axis	powers

Supported	British	war	 effort	 under	
certain	conditions

Vision of India Socialist,	industrialized,	strong	central	
authority

Decentralized,	village-based	economy	
(Gandhian	ideal)

Conclusion:

Subhas	Chandra	Bose’s	contributions	to	India’s	freedom	movement	were	monumental.	His	approach	

reflected	impatience	with	constitutional	methods	and	faith	in	direct	action	and	international	alliances.	

While	Gandhi	inspired	the	masses	through	moral	force	and	mass	movements,	Bose	inspired	them	

through	action	and	sacrifice.	Both	played	vital	roles	in	shaping	India’s	path	to	independence,	though	

through	contrasting	ideologies	and	methods.



Q.13 Analyse the Treaty of Versailles (1919) and its role in causing World War II. 

Ans: The Treaty of Versailles (1919)	formally	ended	World	War	I,	but	its	harsh	terms	sowed	the	seeds	

for	World	War	II.	Signed	between	the	Allied	Powers	and	Germany,	it	was	framed	primarily	by	

France,	Britain,	and	the	United	States.	Instead	of	fostering	peace,	the	treaty	bred	resentment,	

economic	hardship,	and	political	instability—particularly	in	Germany.

Key Provisions of the Treaty:

1. War Guilt Clause (Article 231):

zz Placed	full	blame	for	WWI	on	Germany,	damaging	national	pride.

2.	 Reparations:

zz Imposed	a	massive	financial	burden	of	132 billion gold marks,	leading	to	hyperinflation	

and economic collapse	in	the	1920s.

3. Military Restrictions:

zz German	army	 limited	 to	100,000 troops,	 no	 air	 force	or	 submarines,	 and	 a	demilitarized	

Rhineland.

4. Territorial Losses:

zz Germany	lost	13% of its territory	and	all	its	overseas	colonies.	Regions	like	Alsace-Lorraine 

were	returned	to	France.

5. Creation of New States:

zz Redrawing	of	boundaries	in	Central	and	Eastern	Europe	created	unstable	states	and	minority	

tensions	(e.g.,	Sudeten	Germans	in	Czechoslovakia).

Role in Causing World War II:

1. German Resentment and Nationalism:

zz The	treaty	was	perceived	as	a	“Diktat”	(dictated	peace),	fuelling	anger	and	a	desire	for	revenge.

2. Rise of Adolf Hitler:

zz Hitler	exploited	the	treaty’s	humiliation	to	gain	popular	support,	promising	to	restore	German	

pride	and	territory.

3. Undermined Weimar Republic:

zz Economic	hardship	and	national	humiliation	delegitimized	democratic	 rule	and	 facilitated	

the	rise	of	Nazism.

Conclusion:

Rather	 than	 securing	 lasting	peace,	 the	Treaty	of	Versailles	 created	 fertile	ground	 for	 extremism,	

revanchism,	and	the	eventual	outbreak	of	World War II in 1939.

UPPCS



Q.14 Evaluate the role of women’s organizations in addressing gender inequality in India. 
How far have legal and policy measures contributed to women’s empowerment?

Ans:	 Gender	inequality	remains	a	significant	challenge	in	India.	According	to	the	Global Gender 

Gap Report 2024,	India	ranks	129th out of 146 countries,	having	closed	64.1%	of	its	gender	

gap	and	In	the	Gender Inequality Index 2022,	India	ranked	108 out of 193	countries,	reflecting	

persistent	disparities	in	education	and	political	empowerment.	

Women’s	organizations,	along	with	legal	and	policy	measures,	have	played	a	crucial	role	in	addressing	

structural	discrimination,	promoting	empowerment,	and	ensuring	gender	justice.

Role of Women’s Organizations in Addressing Gender Inequality:

1. Advocacy and Legal Reforms:

zz Organizations	 like	SEWA,	All India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA),	 and	

National Federation of Indian Women (NFIW)	have	lobbied	for	progressive	laws	such	as:

z| The Domestic Violence Act (2005)

z| Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace Act (2013)

2. Grassroots Mobilization:

zz Self-help groups (SHGs)	and	collectives	have	enhanced	women’s	financial	 inclusion	and	

self-reliance,	especially	in	rural	areas.

zz Example:	Kudumbashree Mission	in	Kerala.

3. Awareness and Education Campaigns:

zz Campaigns	on	menstrual	hygiene,	female	education,	dowry,	and	domestic	violence	have	raised	

awareness	and	shifted	social	norms.
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4. Crisis Support and Rehabilitation:

zz NGOs	like	Snehi,	Sakhi,	and	Jagori	provide	shelter	homes,	legal	aid,	and	counselling	services	

for	victims	of	gender-based	violence.

Contribution of Legal and Policy Measures:

1. Constitutional Provisions:

zz Article	14	(equality),	Article	15	(prohibition	of	discrimination),	and	Article	16	(equal	opportunity	

in	employment)	lay	the	foundation	for	gender	equality.

2. Legislative Measures:

zz Laws	like	Maternity	Benefit	Act	(2017),	Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (2006),	and	

PCPNDT Act (1994)	aim	to	protect	women’s	rights.

3. Policy Initiatives:

zz Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao,	Poshan Abhiyaan,	and	Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana	target	

key	issues	of	health,	education,	and	dignity.

4. Political Participation:

zz 33% reservation in local bodies	under	 the	73rd	and	74th	Amendments	has	 led	 to	greater	

representation	and	leadership	by	women.

zz 106th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2023 reserves	33% of seats	for	women	in	the	Lok 

Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies,	and	Delhi Legislative Assembly. 

Conclusion:

While	 women’s	 organizations	 have	 been	 vital	 change	 agents,	 legal	 and	 policy	 measures	 have	

institutionalized	gender	justice.	However,	implementation	gaps	and	deep-rooted	patriarchy	continue	

to	hinder	progress.	A	synergistic	approach	combining	legal	reform,	societal	change,	and	institutional	

support	is	essential	for	true	women’s	empowerment.



Q.15 Compare the rise and impact of Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany and the world.

Ans: The	 rise	 of	Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany	marked	 a	 dramatic	 shift	 towards	

authoritarianism	in	Europe	during	the	interwar	period.	While	both	ideologies	were	rooted	in	

ultra-nationalism,	anti-communism,	and	militarism,	their	manifestations	and	global	impacts	

varied	significantly.

Rise of Fascism in Italy

1. Post-WWI Economic Crisis:

zz Italy	faced	inflation,	unemployment,	and	social	unrest.

zz Weak	democratic	governments	failed	to	provide	stability.

2. Rise of Mussolini (1922):

zz Benito	Mussolini	capitalized	on	nationalist	sentiments	and	fear	of	communism.

zz The March on Rome	led	to	Mussolini’s	appointment	as	Prime	Minister.

3. Ideology:

zz Emphasized	state supremacy,	nationalism,	and	obedience	to	a	central	authority.

zz Slogans	like	“Everything within the state, nothing outside the state.”

Rise of Nazism in Germany

1. Treaty of Versailles and Economic Turmoil:

zz Harsh	reparations,	territorial	losses,	and	hyperinflation	led	to	public	resentment.

zz The Great Depression (1929)	further	deepened	the	crisis.

2. Rise of Hitler (1933):

zz Adolf	Hitler,	through	the	Nazi	Party,	promised	revival	of	German	pride	and	economy.

zz The Enabling Act	gave	Hitler	dictatorial	powers.

zz “Lebensraum” central	to	Nazi	Germany’s	aggressive	foreign	policy.
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3. Ideology:

zz Based	on	racial purity,	Aryan	supremacy,	anti-Semitism,	and	lebensraum	(expansionism).

zz Propagated	myths	of	German	racial	superiority.

Comparative Impact

Aspect Fascism (Italy) Nazism (Germany)

Domestic Impact Suppression	 of	 dissent,	 state	
control Totalitarian	regime,	genocide	(Holocaust)

Foreign Policy Expansionist	(Ethiopia,	Albania) Aggressive	militarism	(Poland,	USSR)

World War II 
Role

Allied	with	Germany;	secondary	
role Major	instigator	of	WWII	(1939–1945)

Global Impact Inspired	other	fascist	movements Led	 to	massive	 human	 casualties	 and	
Holocaust

End of Regime Fell	in	1943	(Allied	invasion) Ended	 in	 1945	 (Hitler’s	 suicide,	Nazi	
defeat)

Conclusion:

While	 both	 Fascism	 and	Nazism	 arose	 from	 similar	 conditions	 of	 crisis,	 Nazism	 had	 a	 far	more	

devastating	global	impact	due	to	its	genocidal	policies	and	central	role	in	World	War	II.	These	ideologies	

serve	as	warnings	against	totalitarianism,	intolerance,	and	unchecked	power.



Q.16 Discuss the key features of Indian society that contribute to its unity in diversity. How 
have cultural traditions shaped India’s social structure?

Ans:	 India	is	often	celebrated	for	its	“Unity in Diversity”,	a	phrase	that	encapsulates	its	rich	cultural,	
linguistic,	religious,	and	ethnic	plurality	coexisting	within	a	unified	national	framework.	Despite	
vast	diversities,	Indian	society	has	sustained	a	composite	culture,	promoting	unity,	harmony,	
and	resilience.

Key Features of Indian Society Contributing to Unity in Diversity

1. Religious Tolerance and Pluralism:
zz India	is	home	to	Hinduism,	Islam,	Christianity,	Sikhism,	Buddhism,	Jainism,	and	more.
zz The	spirit	of	Sarva Dharma Sambhava	(equal	respect	for	all	religions)	reinforces	unity.

2. Linguistic Diversity:
zz With	22	official	languages	and	over	19,500	dialects	(Census	2011),	mutual	respect	for	linguistic	

identities	has	been	a	hallmark	of	Indian	federalism.
zz The three-language formula	and	use	of	English	as	a	link	language	promote	cohesion.

3. Geographical Unity:
zz Natural	features	like	the	Himalayas	and	rivers	such	as	the	Ganga	have	spiritual	and	cultural	

significance	across	regions.
zz Pan-Indian	pilgrimages	and	festivals	like	Kumbh Mela	foster	a	shared	cultural	identity.

4. Festivals and Traditions:
zz Common	celebrations	like	Diwali, Eid, Holi, Christmas	promote	cross-cultural	participation	

and	bonding.
5. Constitutional Framework:

zz The	Indian	Constitution	promotes	secularism,	equality,	and	cultural	rights	(Articles	29	&	30),	
ensuring	protection	and	celebration	of	diversity.

Cultural Traditions and Social Structure

1. Caste and Community Systems:
zz While	caste	has	stratified	society,	it	also	facilitated	occupational	specialization,	contributing	

to	economic	interdependence.
2. Joint Family and Kinship Bonds:

zz Strong	familial	networks	ensure	social	security	and	cultural	continuity	across	generations.
3. Philosophical Traditions:

zz Doctrines	like	Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam	(“The	world	is	one	family”)	promote	inclusivity.
4. Syncretic Traditions:

zz Bhakti	and	Sufi	movements	bridged	religious	divides	and	cultivated	a	spirit	of	harmony.

Conclusion:

India’s	unity	lies	not	in	uniformity	but	in	embracing	multiplicity.	Cultural	traditions	have	not	only	
enriched	India’s	social	structure	but	also	nurtured	the	ethos	of	collective coexistence,	making	the	

country	a	global	example	of	pluralistic	democracy.
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Q.17	 Discuss	the	major	factors	influencing	the	location	of	industries	in	India.	Illustrate	with	
examples of important industrial regions. 

Ans: Industrial	 location	 is	 determined	 by	 a	mix	 of	 geographical,	 economic,	 and	 socio-political	

factors.	In	India,	these	factors	mirror	global	trends	but	are	shaped	by	its	unique	demographic	

and	developmental	context.

Major	Factors	Influencing	Industrial	Location:

1. Raw Material Availability:

	 Proximity	to	resources	reduces	production	costs.

zz India:	Jamshedpur	(iron	&	steel)	thrives	due	to	nearby	coal	and	iron	ore	reserves.

zz Global:	The	Ruhr	Valley	(Germany)	developed	around	coal	mines	for	heavy	industries.

2. Power Supply:

	 Industries	require	reliable	and	cheap	electricity.

zz India:	Korba	(Chhattisgarh)	supports	aluminium	industries	due	to	thermal	power	availability.

zz Global:	Iceland	attracts	aluminium	smelters	due	to	abundant	hydroelectric	power.

3. Transport and Connectivity:

	 Efficient	logistics	are	essential	for	both	input	and	output.

zz India:	Mumbai-Pune	corridor	has	excellent	rail,	road,	and	port	access.

zz Global:	The	Great	Lakes	region	(USA-Canada)	benefits	from	inland	waterways	and	rail.

4. Market Proximity:

	 Consumer	goods	industries	flourish	near	large	markets.

zz India:	Delhi-NCR	hosts	FMCG	and	electronics	sectors.

zz Global:	New	York	is	a	hub	for	fashion	and	finance	due	to	massive	urban	demand.

5. Labour Supply:

	 Skilled	or	cheap	labour	influences	location	choices.

zz India:	Tiruppur	(Tamil	Nadu)	for	textiles.

zz Global:	Shenzhen	(China)	emerged	due	to	cheap,	skilled	labour.

6. Government Policy and Infrastructure:

	 SEZs	and	tax	incentives	attract	investments.

zz India:	Gujarat	Industrial	Development	Corporation	(GIDC).

zz Global:	Singapore’s	Jurong	Industrial	Estate	is	a	model	of	planned	industrialization.

Conclusion

Strategic	location	of	industries	ensures	cost-effectiveness	and	competitiveness.	With	balanced	regional	

planning,	India	can	emulate	successful	global	industrial	models	for	inclusive	growth.
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Q.18 Analyse the distribution of major water resources in South and Southeast Asia. How do 
transboundary water disputes impact regional cooperation? 

Ans: South	 and	 Southeast	Asia	 are	 endowed	with	 vast	water	 resources,	 supported	 by	major	
transboundary	rivers	originating	in	 the	Himalayas	and	Tibetan	Plateau.	Despite	 this,	water	
scarcity	and	disputes	are	rising	due	to	increasing	demand,	climate	change,	and	geopolitical	
tensions.

Distribution of Major Water Resources:

1. South Asia:

zz Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) basin:	Originates	 in	Tibet	and	flows	through	India,	

Nepal,	and	Bangladesh.

zz Indus River:	Originates	in	Tibet,	flows	through	India	and	Pakistan.

zz Godavari, Krishna, and Cauvery—entirely	within	India	but	sources	of	inter-state	disputes.

zz Glacial	and	monsoonal	dependency	makes	water	flow	seasonal	and	variable.

2. Southeast Asia:

zz Mekong River:	Originates	in	China,	flows	through	Myanmar,	Laos,	Thailand,	Cambodia,	and	

Vietnam.

zz Salween and Irrawaddy Rivers:	Major	water	sources	in	Myanmar.

zz Heavy	dependence	on	monsoons	and	seasonal	variability.

Impact of Transboundary Water Disputes on Regional Cooperation:

zz India–Pakistan:	The	 Indus	Waters	Treaty	 (1960)	has	 survived	wars	but	 faces	 stress	over	

hydroelectric	projects	in	Kashmir.

zz India–Bangladesh:	Disputes	over	Teesta	River	sharing	have	strained	ties,	although	the	1996	

Ganga	Water	Treaty	is	a	positive	example.

zz Mekong Basin:	China’s	upstream	dam	construction	has	created	tensions	with	downstream	

countries,	reducing	agricultural	productivity	and	fish	stocks.

Conclusion:

Transboundary	water	disputes	act	as	flashpoints	in	regional	diplomacy,	affecting	trust	and	cooperation.	

Strengthening	multilateral	frameworks	like	the	Mekong River Commission	and	enhancing	transparency	

and	data-sharing	are	essential	to	foster	sustainable	and	peaceful	regional	water	governance.
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Q.19 Discuss the challenges posed by communalism and regionalism to India’s social harmony. 

Ans: India,	with	its	vast	cultural,	religious,	and	linguistic	diversity,	exemplifies	“unity	in	diversity.”	
However,	communalism	and	regionalism	remain	significant	challenges	that	threaten	the	fabric	
of	social	harmony	and	national	integration.

Challenges Posed by Communalism:

1. Polarization and Violence:	Communalism	often	 leads	 to	 riots,	hate	crimes,	 and	deep-rooted	

mistrust	 among	 communities.	 The	 2002	Gujarat	 riots	 and	 the	 2020	Delhi	 violence	 are	 stark	

reminders	of	its	destructive	impact.

2. Electoral Exploitation:	 Political	 parties	 sometimes	 use	 communal	 sentiments	 for	 vote-bank	

politics,	undermining	democratic	values	and	promoting	sectarianism.

3. Undermining Secularism:	Communalism	erodes	the	secular	fabric	enshrined	in	the	Constitution,	

threatening	equal	rights	and	freedoms	guaranteed	to	all	citizens.

Challenges Posed by Regionalism:

1. Demand for Statehood or Autonomy:	Movements	like	the	Gorkhaland	or	Bodoland	demands	

often	disrupt	law	and	order	and	strain	the	Centre-State	relationship.

2. Economic and Employment Grievances:	Regionalism	is	sometimes	fuelled	by	perceptions	of	

unequal	development,	leading	to	anti-migrant	sentiments—as	seen	in	Maharashtra	or	the	Northeast.

3. Threat to National Integration:	Regional	 identities,	when	prioritized	over	national	 identity,	

weaken	the	sense	of	unity	and	hinder	cooperative	federalism.

Conclusion:

Both	communalism	and	regionalism,	if	unchecked,	can	derail	India’s	democratic	and	pluralistic	ethos.	

As	Ambedkar	warned,	“Fraternity	is	the	root	of	democracy.”	Strengthening	inclusive	governance,	

promoting	inter-cultural	dialogue,	implementing	equitable	development,	and	ensuring	rule	of	law	are	

essential	to	counter	these	divisive	forces	and	uphold	India’s	social	harmony.

UPPCS



Q.20 Despite economic growth, poverty remains a challenge in India. Critically examine the 
effectiveness of government initiatives for poverty alleviation. 

Ans:	 India	has	experienced	impressive	economic	growth,	becoming	the	world’s	fifth-largest	economy.	

However,	poverty	remains	a	persistent	issue.	According	to	the	Global Multidimensional Poverty 

Index (2023),	around	16.4%	of	India’s	population	still	experiences	multidimensional	poverty,	

reflecting	disparities	in	health,	education,	and	living	standards.

Effectiveness of Government Initiatives:

1. MGNREGA:	Introduced	in	2005,	it	provides	employment	security	to	rural	households.	It	has	

helped	reduce	distress	migration	and	boosted	rural	demand.	However,	delays	in	wage	payments	

and	bureaucratic	hurdles	weaken	its	impact.

2. National Food Security Act (2013):	Ensuring	subsidized	food	grains	to	nearly	two-thirds	of	the	

population,	NFSA	has	 improved	 food	 security.	Yet,	NITI Aayog’s Evaluation (2021)	 revealed	

challenges	like	PDS	leakages	and	exclusion	of	genuine	beneficiaries.

3. Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY):	Over	500	million	bank	accounts	have	been	opened	

under	financial	inclusion	efforts.	However,	dormant	accounts	and	limited	access	to	credit	persist.

4.	 Direct	Benefit	Transfers	(DBT):	DBTs	have	improved	transparency	and	minimized	corruption.	

Yet,	poor	digital	infrastructure	in	rural	areas	limits	their	reach.

5. PM Awas Yojana & Ujjwala Yojana:	These	have	improved	housing	and	energy	access,	particularly	

for	women.	However,	implementation	varies	widely	across	states.

Despite	 these	 efforts,	 poverty	 persists	 due	 to	 structural	 inequalities—caste,	 gender,	 and	 regional	

imbalances.	Fragmented	policies,	poor	inter-departmental	coordination,	and	lack	of	real-time	data	

hinder	outcomes.

Conclusion:

Government	 initiatives	 have	 created	 a	 foundational	 safety	 net.	However,	 for	 sustainable	 poverty	

reduction,	 reforms	 must	 be	 holistic,	 data-driven,	 and	 inclusive—ensuring	 last-mile	 delivery,	

empowerment	through	education	and	skill	development,	and	addressing	root	social	inequities.
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