
Section-A 

Q.1 Analyse the role of the High Court of Uttar Pradesh in ensuring judicial independence 
and upholding the rule of law.

Ans: The High Court of Uttar Pradesh, as the highest constitutional court in the state, plays a pivotal 

role in preserving judicial independence and ensuring the rule of law through its powers under 

Articles 226 and 227.

Ensuring Judicial Independence:

zz Security of Tenure: Article 217 protects judges from arbitrary removal, ensuring decisional 

autonomy.

zz Appointment:  By the President in consultation with the Chief Justice of India (CJI) and other 

senior judges (as per the Second and Third Judges Cases).

zz Financial Independence: Article 221 guarantees financial independence by protecting salaries 

and allowances, charged on consolidated fund of state. 

zz Administrative control: Article 235 vests the High Court with administrative control over 

the subordinate judiciary, safeguarding internal judicial discipline.

zz Curbing Undue Influence: Article 220 bars post-retirement legal practice in the same court, 

curbing undue influence.

zz Separation of Power: Article 50 promotes separation of judiciary from the executive.

Upholding Rule of Law:

zz Through writ jurisdiction (Article 226), it enforces citizens’ rights and reviews state actions.

zz It acts as a guardian of constitutional legality, ensuring accountability in governance.

zz In Raj Narain v. Indira Gandhi (1975), it displayed judicial courage by nullifying a Prime 

Minister’s election.

zz It ensures judicial integrity at all levels through control over subordinate courts.

Through judicial review, autonomy, and landmark rulings, the High Court acts as a sentinel of 

democracy, upholding justice, fairness, and constitutional supremacy.
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Q.2 Analyse the factors contributing to the rise of caste-based political parties in Uttar 

Pradesh and their influence on the state’s socio-political landscape.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state in India, has witnessed a significant rise of 

caste-based political parties. These parties have played a pivotal role in shaping the 

state’s socio-political landscape. The rise can be attributed to multiple factors, and their 

influence continues to reshape the political dynamics of the state.

Factors Contributing to the Rise:

zz Historical Caste Hierarchies: Caste-based discrimination led marginalized groups to 

seek political representation.

zz Mandal Politics (1990s): The Mandal Commission and reservation policies mobilized 

OBCs and Dalits, paving the way for parties like Samajwadi Party (SP) and Bahujan 

Samaj Party (BSP).

zz Charismatic Leaders: Leaders like Mulayam Singh Yadav and Mayawati capitalized 

on caste identities to build strong vote banks.

Influence on Socio-Political Landscape:

zz Power Dynamics Shift: Caste-based parties reduced the dominance of upper-caste led 

parties and altered state politics.

zz Social Justice: BSP and SP advocated for affirmative action, securing reservations for 

Dalits and OBCs.

zz Political Fragmentation: The rise of caste-based identities has led to vote bank politics, 

political instability, and polarization.

These factors have reshaped Uttar Pradesh’s political fabric, fostering both empowerment and 

division along caste lines.



Q.3 Examine the historical significance of Uttar Pradesh in shaping Indian civilization and 
culture.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh, as one of the most historically significant regions of India, has played a pivotal 

role in shaping the nation’s civilization and culture. It has been a cradle for religious, political, 

and cultural developments that have had lasting impacts on India’s history.

Historical Significance:

1. Birthplace of Major Religions:

zz Hinduism: Uttar Pradesh is home to iconic pilgrimage sites such as Varanasi, one of the oldest 

cities in the world, considered the spiritual heart of Hinduism. 

zz The Ramayana and Mahabharata are deeply embedded in the region’s culture.

zz Buddhism: Bodh Gaya, in the neighbouring Bihar, marks the place where Lord Buddha 

attained enlightenment. The spread of Buddhism across India was significantly influenced 

by Uttar Pradesh.

zz Jainism: The region is also significant in Jainism, with Kashi being a vital center of early 

Jain teachings.

2. Cultural and Intellectual Hub:

zz Uttar Pradesh has contributed extensively to Indian philosophy, literature, and the arts. Sanskrit 

literature, including works like the Ramcharitmanas by Tulsidas, flourished in this region. 

zz It also nurtured classical music, with cities like Lucknow becoming renowned centers for 

Kathak dance.

3. Political Significance:

zz Uttar Pradesh has been the center of powerful dynasties like the Mauryas and Guptas, and 

later, the Mughal Empire. 

zz The Indian Rebellion of 1857, which began in Meerut, was a crucial event in the struggle 

against British colonial rule.

4. Architectural Legacy:

zz The region boasts remarkable architectural achievements, including the Taj Mahal in Agra, a 

symbol of love and one of the New Seven Wonders of the World.

zz  The Fatehpur Sikri and Shahjahanabad also reflect the Mughal influence on architecture.

Uttar Pradesh’s historical significance lies in its role as a cradle of religion, culture, and politics. From 

the birth of major religions to its influence on Indian literature, music, and architecture, the state has 

played an essential role in the development of Indian civilization and continues to shape the country’s 

cultural identity.
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Q.4 Analyse the architectural significance and challenges in maintaining historical 
monuments in Uttar Pradesh.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh, rich in cultural heritage, houses iconic monuments like the Taj Mahal, Fatehpur 

Sikri, and Bara Imambara. These structures reflect Indo-Islamic, Mughal, and regional 

architectural brilliance.

Architectural Significance:

zz Cultural Synthesis: A blend of Hindu, Islamic, and Buddhist styles, seen in monuments like 

Sarnath Stupa and Kashi Vishwanath Temple.

zz Symbolism and Global Appeal: The Taj Mahal, a UNESCO site, symbolizes love and 

showcases symmetry, calligraphy, and marble work.

zz Economic Value: Heritage tourism in Agra and Varanasi boosts local economies.

Challenges in Maintenance:

zz Pollution: Air pollution has caused marble discoloration in the Taj Mahal.

zz Urban Encroachments: Overcrowding and illegal structures impact site integrity.

zz Lack of Skilled Manpower: Shortage of conservation experts and funding delays restoration.

zz Climate Effects: Rising humidity and acid rain damage structures.

An integrated conservation approach, involving technology, local communities, and strong legal 

enforcement, is vital for sustainable heritage preservation.
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Q.5 Discuss the role of external and interstate actors in fuelling cybercrime and online 
radicalization in UP

Ans: Uttar Pradesh, with its large youth population and growing digital penetration (over 93 million 
internet subscribers, TRAI 2023), is increasingly targeted by external and interstate actors for 
cybercrimes and online radicalization.

Role of External Actors:

zz Cross-Border Radicalization: Pakistan-based groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed and Lashkar-e-

Taiba use encrypted apps and social media to recruit or radicalize vulnerable youth in western 

UP.

zz Fake Social Media Handles: Agencies like the UP ATS have traced several inflammatory 

posts to IP addresses in Pakistan and the Gulf region.

zz Digital Havala & Cryptocurrency: Foreign handlers use cryptocurrency wallets to fund 

sleeper cells or misinformation campaigns.

Role of Interstate Actors:

zz Cybercrime Hubs: Regions like Jamtara (Jharkhand) and Mewat (Haryana) are notorious for 

phishing, online fraud, and sextortion cases affecting UP citizens.

zz Communal Polarization: Fake videos and hate content generated from other Indian states 

have led to incidents of communal tension in UP (e.g., 2013 Muzaffarnagar riots were preceded 

by viral videos).

zz Job and Sextortion Scams: Fraud job offers and honeytraps often trace back to cyber gangs 

operating from West Bengal and Delhi.

A strong interstate intelligence network, coordinated cyber policing (under Indian Cyber Crime 

Coordination Centre – I4C), digital literacy, and AI-based monitoring are crucial to tackle these 

transboundary digital threats.
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Q.6 Evaluate the role of the Governor in the legislative process of a state.

Ans: The Governor, as the constitutional head of a state under Article 153 of the Indian Constitution, 

plays a pivotal role in the legislative process. 

He/ She is appointed by the President, the Governor acts as a vital link between the Union and the 

State, with both ceremonial and discretionary powers in the law-making process.

Role in the Legislative Process:

1. Summoning and Dissolving the Legislature

zz Under Article 174, the Governor summons, prorogues, and dissolves the State Legislative 

Assembly.

zz Though done on the advice of the Council of Ministers, controversies arise when Governors 

delay such actions for political reasons.

2. Addressing the Legislature

zz Under Article 176, the Governor addresses the first session of the legislature every year, 

outlining the government’s agenda.

3. Assent to Bills: As per Article 200, the Governor can:

(a) Give assent,    

(b) Withhold assent,

(c) Return the bill (except money bills), 

(d) Reserve the bill for the President.

zz Delays in granting assent — as seen in Tamil Nadu and Kerala — have raised questions about 

the misuse of this power.

4. Ordinance-Making Power

zz Under Article 213, the Governor can promulgate ordinances when the legislature is not in 

session, having the same force as a law.

zz This power has been criticized when used frequently, undermining legislative debate.

While the Governor’s role is largely nominal, it becomes significant in exceptional circumstances. 

The Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission have emphasized limiting discretionary powers 

and ensuring the Governor acts within the spirit of federalism and constitutional propriety. Hence, 

reforms and clearer guidelines are essential to prevent misuse and uphold democratic values.
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Q.7 Discuss the impact of centrally sponsored schemes on the governance of Uttar Pradesh.

Ans: Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) are key instruments through which the Union government 

supports states in achieving national development goals. 

In a large and populous state like Uttar Pradesh (UP), CSS have played a crucial role in improving 

governance outcomes across health, education, infrastructure, and rural development.

Positive Impacts on Governance in UP:

1. Improved Service Delivery

zz Schemes like PMGSY have enhanced rural road connectivity in over 90% of UP’s villages.

zz Ayushman Bharat has improved access to secondary and tertiary healthcare for over 3 crore 

beneficiaries in the state.  

2. Targeted Welfare and Inclusion

zz PM Awas Yojana (Gramin) has addressed housing shortages for marginalized communities, 

with over 30 lakh houses sanctioned.

zz National Rural Livelihood Mission has empowered women SHGs, especially in eastern UP.

3. Boost to Digital and E-Governance

zz Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP) has improved land 

governance in several UP districts, promoting transparency and reducing disputes.

4. Educational and Nutritional Gains

zz Samagra Shiksha and Mid-Day Meal Scheme have improved enrolment and retention, 

especially in backward districts.

Challenges and Limitations:

zz One-size-fits-all approach often ignores local needs and diversities.

zz Delayed fund release and capacity constraints at local levels affect implementation.

zz Political interference and lack of convergence among departments dilute impact.

Centrally Sponsored Schemes have significantly enhanced governance capacity in UP, but their 

effectiveness depends on state-level customization, coordination, and accountability mechanisms. 

Strengthening institutional capacities and decentralizing planning can ensure inclusive and sustained 

development.
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Q.8 Discuss the impact of Smart City and AMRUT schemes in improving urban infrastruc-
ture in Uttar Pradesh.

Ans: Urban infrastructure in Uttar Pradesh (UP), a state with rapidly growing cities like Lucknow, 

Varanasi, and Kanpur, has long faced challenges related to congestion, pollution, and poor 

public services. The Smart Cities Mission and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 

Transformation (AMRUT) have played a critical role in transforming urban governance and 

infrastructure.

Impact of the Smart Cities Mission:

zz City-specific Improvements: Cities like Varanasi, Agra, and Kanpur have implemented 

smart solutions including integrated traffic management systems, LED street lighting, and 

smart surveillance.

zz Digital Governance: E-governance services, such as smart apps for utilities and grievance 

redressal, have increased citizen participation and transparency.

zz Public Infrastructure: Redevelopment of roads, smart classrooms, solar installations, and 

riverfront beautification have enhanced quality of life.

Impact of AMRUT Scheme:

zz Water Supply and Sewerage: Over 80 ULBs in UP have seen improvement in piped water 

supply and sewage treatment infrastructure.

zz Green Spaces: Urban parks, like those developed in Aligarh and Moradabad, contribute to 

environmental sustainability.

zz Capacity Building: AMRUT has enhanced the administrative capacity of urban local bodies 

through training and technology adoption.

Challenges:

zz Execution Delays: Some smart city projects suffer from land acquisition and contractor issues.

zz Disparity: Smaller towns under AMRUT still lag in service quality due to limited administrative 

capacity.

Smart Cities and AMRUT have had a transformative impact on urban infrastructure in Uttar Pradesh. 

However, sustained success depends on timely execution, local capacity building, and community 

engagement.
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Q.9 Evaluate the contributions of eminent freedom fighters from Uttar Pradesh in India’s 
independence movement.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh (UP), often called the cradle of India’s freedom movement, played a pivotal 

role in the struggle for independence. The state produced many prominent leaders whose 

contributions significantly shaped both the moderate, extremist, and revolutionary phases of 

the movement.

Key Contributions of Eminent Freedom Fighters from UP:

1. Mangal Pandey – First Spark of Revolt

zz His revolt in Barrackpore (1857) became a catalyst for the First War of Independence.

zz Hailing from Ballia district, he symbolized early resistance against British oppression.

2. Motilal Nehru and Jawaharlal Nehru – Ideological and Political Leadership

zz Motilal Nehru co-founded the Swaraj Party and presided over the Lahore Session (1928).

zz Jawaharlal Nehru, born in Allahabad, emerged as a key figure in the civil disobedience and 

Quit India movements, later becoming independent India’s first Prime Minister.

3. Rani Laxmibai of Jhansi – Symbol of Courage

zz Her leadership in the 1857 revolt against British rule remains an iconic example of women’s 

participation in the freedom struggle.

4. Chandra Shekhar Azad – Revolutionary Nationalist

zz From Unnao district, Azad was a key member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association 

(HSRA) and involved in the Kakori Conspiracy (1925).

5. Purushottam Das Tandon and Govind Ballabh Pant

zz Advocated Hindi as the national language and played crucial roles in post-independence 

nation-building.

The freedom fighters from Uttar Pradesh not only mobilized the masses but also inspired nationalist 

consciousness through sacrifice, ideology, and leadership. Their legacy continues to shape India’s 

democratic and cultural ethos.
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Q.10 Explore the role of festivals, fairs, and folk traditions in shaping the social structure of 
rural Uttar Pradesh

Ans: Festivals, fairs, and folk traditions in rural Uttar Pradesh significantly impact the region’s social 
fabric and community interactions. These cultural expressions have deep-rooted historical, 
religious, and social relevance.

Role of Festivals, Fairs, and Folk Traditions in Shaping Social Structure of Rural Uttar Pradesh

1. Cultural Integration and Community Bonding

z| Festivals like Holi, Diwali, and Eid serve as occasions for people from diverse religious 
and caste backgrounds to come together.

z| Celebrations promote unity and cohesion, transcending traditional social divisions.

2. Social Hierarchy and Caste Dynamics

z| Religious festivals and fairs (e.g., Magh Mela in Prayagraj) highlight the region’s caste-
based structure where roles and participation are often influenced by caste.

z| Kumbh Mela, one of the largest religious gatherings, reflects traditional power dynamics, 
with specific caste groups playing key roles in pilgrimages and rituals.

3. Economic and Social Mobility

z| Fairs like Sonepur Mela (also popular in UP) provide a platform for traders and marginalized 
groups to engage in commerce.

z| These events offer economic opportunities and act as venues for social interaction, 
contributing to economic mobility and breaking social barriers.

4. Preservation of Heritage

z| Folk traditions such as Ramlila performances, Dholak music, and Kathak dance pass down 
cultural stories and values.

z| These traditions preserve the cultural identity of rural Uttar Pradesh, while reinforcing 
social norms across generations.

5. Role in Community Development

z| Religious and cultural festivals serve as platforms for community development, where 
rural residents collectively plan and execute large-scale events, strengthening social ties.

6. Formation of Local Identity

z| Regional fairs like Kashi Vishwanath Mela and Barabanki’s Barahmadasi Mela create 
local identities based on shared traditions and communal participation.

In sum, festivals, fairs, and folk traditions significantly shape the social structure of rural Uttar Pradesh, 
influencing economic activities, community cohesion, and the preservation of cultural heritage.
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Section-B 

Q.11 Analyse the impact of One District One Product (ODOP) scheme and Mission Shakti in 

Uttar Pradesh.

Ans: The One District One Product (ODOP) scheme and Mission Shakti have significantly contributed 

to the economic growth and social empowerment of Uttar Pradesh, boosting local industries, 

job creation, and women’s participation.

Impact of One District One Product (ODOP) Scheme in Uttar Pradesh

1. Promotion of Local Industries:

The ODOP scheme has highlighted 75 products from Uttar Pradesh, each representing the rich cultural 

heritage of its districts. Examples include:

z| Agra: Famous for Petha (a traditional sweet).

z| Varanasi: Renowned for Banarasi Silk and fabrics.

z| Kannauj: Known for Attar (traditional perfume).

z| Moradabad: Famous for Brassware.

2. Economic Growth and Job Creation: Over 2 lakh jobs have been generated in the state, 

especially for artisans and small-scale manufacturers. The scheme has boosted Uttar Pradesh’s 

presence in the MSME sector and helped in creating self-sustaining businesses.

3. Boost to Exports: ODOP products like Banarasi silk, Petha, and Moradabad brassware have 

reached international markets, increasing the state’s export potential.

4. Infrastructure Development: The scheme has facilitated ̀  3,200 crore investment in improving 

infrastructure, particularly in packaging, branding, and logistics.

Impact of Mission Shakti in Uttar Pradesh

1. Women’s Empowerment: Over 1.4 lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs) have been established, 

benefiting 25 lakh women. Women now participate actively in entrepreneurship and leadership 

roles.
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2. Financial Inclusion: ` 10,000 crore funding has supported women’s micro-enterprises and 

livelihoods, empowering them economically.

3. Social Awareness and Safety: Mission Shakti’s campaigns have reached over 2 crore women, 

raising awareness about health, safety, and legal rights.

Both the ODOP scheme and Mission Shakti have contributed significantly to the economic growth 

and social empowerment of Uttar Pradesh, creating lasting impacts for the people of the state.
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Q.12 Explain the role of the State Election Commission of Uttar Pradesh in conducting local 
body elections.

Ans: The State Election Commission (SEC) of Uttar Pradesh plays a pivotal role in ensuring 
free, fair, and transparent local body elections in the state, as mandated by the 73rd and 74th 
Constitutional Amendments. Here’s a detailed explanation of its role:

1. Constitutional and Legal Mandate

zz The SEC is a constitutional body established under Article 243K (for Panchayats) and Article 
243ZA (for Municipalities) of the Constitution.

zz It is governed by the U.P. Panchayati Raj Act, 1947, U.P. Municipalities Act, 1916, and U.P. 
Municipal Corporation Act, 1959, among others.

2. Conduct of Elections

zz Superintendence, direction, and control of elections to:
z| Gram Panchayats, Kshetra Panchayats, and Zila Panchayats.
z| Nagar Panchayats, Municipal Councils, and Municipal Corporations.

zz Finalizes election schedules, issues notifications, and oversees model code of conduct 
implementation.

3. Delimitation and Reservation

zz Supervises or assists in the delimitation of constituencies/wards for local bodies.
zz Ensures implementation of reservation of seats for SCs, STs, OBCs, and women as per 

constitutional and legal provisions.

4. Preparation and Revision of Electoral Rolls

zz Supervises the preparation, updating, and maintenance of electoral rolls for local body elections.
zz Ensures removal of duplicates, inclusion of eligible voters, and handles objections.

5. Ensuring Free and Fair Elections

zz Deploys polling personnel, conducts training, and ensures security arrangements.
zz Monitors expenditure limits, campaign violations, and electoral malpractices.

6. Adjudication and Dispute Resolution

zz Decides on election disputes, including issues of disqualification, election petitions, and 
violations.

zz Has the power to countermand or postpone elections in cases of irregularities or threats to peace.

7. Voter Awareness and Participation

zz Conducts voter education campaigns (like SVEEP at the state level).
zz Promotes greater electoral participation, especially among youth and marginalized groups.

8. Use of Technology

zz Implements electronic voting machines (EVMs) or ballot papers depending on scale.
zz Uses IT tools for poll monitoring, result tabulation, and public dissemination of information.

The Uttar Pradesh State Election Commission serves as a cornerstone of grassroots democracy, ensuring 
that local self-government institutions function with legitimacy and accountability. It safeguards 
democratic processes at the village and city levels, thereby deepening the decentralization envisioned 
by the Constitution.
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Q.13 Examine the impact of digital governance initiatives on public service delivery in Uttar 

Pradesh.

Ans: Digital governance refers to the use of technology to enhance the delivery of government 

services and promote transparency, efficiency, and accountability. 

In Uttar Pradesh (UP), a state with around 25 core, digital initiatives have played a transformative role 

in improving citizen access to essential services, reducing corruption, and streamlining administrative 

processes.

1. Enhanced Service Delivery through Portals and Apps

zz eSathi Portal: Offers 200+ services including birth, income, and caste certificates online, 

reducing the need for physical visits and middlemen.

zz Seva Mitra App: Connects citizens with verified service providers like plumbers and 

electricians, promoting ease of service access.

2. Digitisation of Land Records

zz Bhulekh UP: Under the Digital India Land Records Modernization Programme (DILRMP), 

land records have been digitised and made accessible online.

zz Impact: Reduced land disputes, enhanced transparency, and facilitated easier access to credit 

using land as collateral.

3. Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) for Welfare Schemes

zz PM-KISAN, Kanya Sumangala Yojana, and MNREGA wages are transferred directly to 

beneficiary accounts.

zz Reduces leakages, ensures timely payments, and empowers beneficiaries, especially in rural 

areas.

4. Improved Grievance Redressal Mechanism

zz CM Helpline 1076: A centralised platform for citizens to lodge complaints and track their 

resolution.

zz Integrated Grievance Redressal System (IGRS-UP): Streamlines departmental responses 

and increases bureaucratic accountability.
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5. Strengthened Public Safety and Policing

zz UP 112 Emergency Response System: Integrates police, ambulance, and fire services, ensuring 

quick and coordinated response.

zz AI-based Surveillance in Cities: Enhances law enforcement, particularly in urban centres 

like Lucknow and Noida.

6. Advancing Digital Education and Youth Empowerment

zz Digi Shakti Portal: Distributed free tablets and smartphones to over 20 lakh students to promote 

digital literacy and support online education.

zz School Management Information System (SMIS): Tracks enrolment, attendance, and 

performance in government schools.

7. Healthcare and Telemedicine Services

zz eSanjeevani OPD: Provides teleconsultation for rural patients, reducing the need for travel.

zz Digital Health Cards: Facilitated under Ayushman Bharat for tracking patient history and 

enabling efficient care.

Digital governance has significantly improved the reach, quality, and efficiency of public service delivery 

in Uttar Pradesh. While these initiatives have addressed long-standing governance challenges, further 

efforts are needed to bridge the digital divide, especially in rural and underserved areas. Ensuring 

digital literacy, robust data protection, and infrastructure development will be key to sustaining and 

deepening these gains.



Q.14 Critically evaluate the role of law enforcement and intelligence agencies in tackling 
extremist activities in Uttar Pradesh.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh (UP), India’s most populous state, has been vulnerable to extremist threats due 

to its strategic location and socio-political complexities. 

Law enforcement and intelligence agencies have played a key role in addressing these threats, but 

challenges persist.

1. Proactive Surveillance and Intelligence Operations

zz Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS): UP ATS has played a key role in busting modules of terrorist 

outfits like Al-Qaeda in Indian Subcontinent (AQIS), Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh 

(JMB), and more recently, ISIS-inspired local cells.

zz In 2021, UP ATS arrested two suspected AQIS operatives from Lucknow who were planning 

attacks on public places.

zz While proactive in intercepting threats, intelligence agencies often rely on central inputs from 

NIA and IB, highlighting a lack of independent grassroots intelligence capabilities.

2. Counter-Radicalisation Measures

zz Community Policing: Initiatives have been taken to engage with religious leaders and local 

communities to identify radicalisation early.

zz Madarsa Surveillance and De-radicalisation Workshops: Targeted monitoring of suspicious 

religious institutions and capacity-building through awareness campaigns.

zz These measures often attract allegations of profiling and discrimination, especially against 

Muslim youth, leading to mistrust and social alienation.

3. Coordination with Central Agencies

zz Joint Operations with NIA, IB: UP Police and ATS often collaborate with national bodies 

for cross-border terrorism and cyber radicalisation investigations.

zz In 2022, a coordinated operation led to the arrest of several members linked to Pakistan-backed 

modules.

zz Effective in high-profile cases, but often reactive in nature. 

zz Coordination delays and jurisdictional overlaps have sometimes hampered investigations.
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4. Strengthening Cyber Surveillance

zz Cybercrime Units: Special units monitor extremist content online, including dark web forums 

and encrypted platforms.

zz Arrests made in cases of ISIS-inspired propaganda being spread via Telegram and WhatsApp.

zz Limited digital forensic capacity and skilled manpower in the lower tiers of law enforcement 

reduce the effectiveness of early intervention.

5. Political and Communal Dimensions

zz Use of NSA and UAPA: The National Security Act and Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 

have been used to detain individuals suspected of communal incitement or radical activity.

zz Overuse or misuse of stringent laws without speedy trials raises concerns of human rights 

violations and selective enforcement.

zz Arrests during the anti-CAA protests were criticised by civil rights organisations for excessive 

police action.

6. Law Enforcement Reforms and Training

zz Capacity Building: Regular training of police officers in counterterrorism tactics, surveillance 

techniques, and communal sensitivity.

zz UP Police has started using facial recognition systems and AI-enabled surveillance in sensitive 

districts.

zz The lower judiciary and prosecution often lag in converting arrests into convictions due to 

poor evidence handling or procedural lapses.

While UP’s agencies have made notable progress, their functioning must be balanced with accountability 

and legal safeguards. Enhancing technological capacity, grassroots intelligence, and community trust 

is vital to sustainably counter extremism in the state.



Q.15 Discuss the role of Uttar Pradesh in India’s freedom struggle, highlighting its contributions 
during the 1857 revolt and beyond.

Ans:  Uttar Pradesh (then part of the United Provinces) played a central role in India’s freedom 

struggle. 

As a cradle of nationalist consciousness, the region witnessed pivotal events, iconic leaders, and mass 

mobilisations from the 1857 revolt to the Quit India Movement.

Role during the 1857 Revolt

1. Epicentre of the Revolt

zz The 1857 revolt began in Meerut, UP, when sepoys rebelled against the British East India 

Company.

zz Delhi, Kanpur, Lucknow, Jhansi, and Fatehpur became major centres of rebellion.

zz Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi led a fierce resistance against British forces.

zz Begum Hazrat Mahal of Awadh played a crucial role in defending Lucknow.

zz Nana Sahib and Tantia Tope coordinated rebellion from Kanpur.

Role Beyond 1857

1. Home to Nationalist Movements

zz The Indian National Congress sessions in Lucknow (1916) and Allahabad fostered Hindu-

Muslim unity.

zz The Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience Movements saw mass participation from UP 

districts.

2. Contribution of Leaders

zz Motilal Nehru and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru from Allahabad were central to India’s constitutional 

and political movements.

zz Chaudhary Charan Singh and Purushottam Das Tandon also emerged as influential freedom 

fighters.

3. Revolutionary Activities

zz Cities like Banaras and Faizabad were hotbeds of revolutionary activities linked to Anushilan 

Samiti and Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA).

Uttar Pradesh’s geographical spread, social diversity, and cultural richness made it a vibrant stage 

for India’s freedom struggle. From 1857 to 1947, it contributed leaders, ideas, and movements that 

decisively shaped India’s path to independence.
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Q.16 Analyse the socio-economic challenges in rural Uttar Pradesh, focusing on solutions for 

inclusive development.

Ans:  Rural Uttar Pradesh (UP), home to over 70% of the state’s population, faces deep-rooted socio-

economic challenges such as poverty, low literacy, unemployment, and poor health indicators. 

These issues hinder inclusive development and contribute to regional disparities.

Key Socio-Economic Challenges

1. Poverty and Unemployment

zz A large proportion of rural households are dependent on low-yield agriculture or casual labour.

zz According to NITI Aayog’s 2023 Multidimensional Poverty Index, UP ranks among the 

poorest states.

2. Low Agricultural Productivity

zz Fragmented land holdings, inadequate irrigation, and low mechanization affect farm incomes.

zz The eastern UP region is particularly vulnerable due to recurring floods and lack of infrastructure.

3. Poor Health and Education Outcomes

zz High maternal and infant mortality rates, low institutional deliveries, and malnutrition persist.

zz School dropout rates remain high among girls due to gender norms and poor sanitation.

4. Caste and Gender-Based Disparities

zz Marginalized communities like SCs and OBCs face restricted access to land, credit, and 

services.

zz Women’s participation in the workforce is among the lowest in India.
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Solutions for Inclusive Development

1. Agricultural Reforms

zz Promote crop diversification, FPOs (Farmer Producer Organizations), and micro-irrigation 

schemes.

zz PM-KUSUM and Kisan Credit Card coverage should be expanded in rural UP.

2. Human Capital Investment

zz Strengthen health infrastructure via Ayushman Bharat and expand digital education tools.

zz Skilling programs under PMKVY tailored to rural youth needs are essential.

3. Targeted Social Schemes

zz Strengthen implementation of MGNREGS and rural housing under PMAY-Gramin.

zz Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) to ensure social security to the poor.

4. Empowerment through Local Governance

zz Strengthen Gram Panchayats and SHGs, especially for women and marginalized groups.

Rural Uttar Pradesh’s challenges are complex but solvable through sustained investment in agriculture, 

health, education, and social equity, ensuring no one is left behind in the path to development.



Q.17  Analyse the impact of illegal migration, human trafficking, and smuggling on UP’s in-

ternal security. Suggest solutions to address these issues.

Ans: Uttar Pradesh (UP), due to its vast borders, population density, and proximity to international 

boundaries (especially Nepal), is increasingly vulnerable to illegal migration, human trafficking, 

and smuggling. 

These activities not only threaten internal security but also strain socio-economic resources.

Impact on Internal Security

1. Illegal Migration and Demographic Strain

zz Influx from Nepal and Bangladesh alters local demographics, often creating ethnic tensions 

and pressure on public services.

zz In border districts like Maharajganj and Siddharth Nagar, security agencies report rising 

undocumented settlements.

2. Rise in Human Trafficking

zz Women and children, especially from poor or Dalit communities, are trafficked for bonded 

labour, sexual exploitation, and domestic work.

zz UP is both a source and transit state; NCRB 2022 data indicates over 400 trafficking cases, 

many linked to inter-state and cross-border syndicates.

3. Smuggling of Goods and Narcotics

zz Smuggling of arms, gold, fake currency, and drugs poses a threat to law and order.

zz Indo-Nepal border districts like Bahraich and Lakhimpur Kheri are notorious for cross-border 

smuggling operations, often linked to organized crime.
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Suggested Solutions

1. Strengthen Border Surveillance

zz Deploy advanced surveillance technologies and drones along porous borders.

zz Enhance coordination with Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and local police.

2. Inter-State and Inter-Agency Coordination

zz Create a dedicated task force for trafficking and smuggling cases under the UP ATS or STF.

3. Community Awareness and Rehabilitation

zz Awareness campaigns and victim rehabilitation through schemes like Ujjawala and One 

Stop Centres.

4. Legal and Institutional Reforms

zz Fast-track courts for trafficking and smuggling cases; strengthen anti-human trafficking 

units at the district level.

A multi-pronged, coordinated, and rights-based approach is essential to curb these security challenges 

and protect vulnerable communities in Uttar Pradesh.



Q.18 What are the key cybersecurity challenges faced by Uttar Pradesh? Suggest strategies to 
strengthen cyber resilience at the state level.

Ans: As Uttar Pradesh (UP) accelerates its digital transformation across governance, finance, and 
education, it faces significant cybersecurity challenges. 

The state, due to its vast population and expanding digital infrastructure, has become increasingly 
vulnerable to cyber threats.

Key Cybersecurity Challenges

1. Rise in Cybercrimes

zz Cases of phishing, online fraud, ransomware, and social media misuse are increasing.
zz According to NCRB data 71% of ransomware attacks were reported from UP (10,117 Cyber 

Crimes) 

2. Weak Cyber Infrastructure in Rural Areas

zz Digital illiteracy and lack of secure systems in rural regions make them easy targets for 
fraudsters.

3. Data Privacy Concerns

zz Increasing digitisation of public services without adequate encryption and safeguards risks 
citizen data breaches.

4. Limited Capacity and Skilled Manpower

zz Inadequate cyber forensic labs, trained personnel, and delayed investigation hinder prompt 
response.

5. Exploitation via Dark Web and Mobile Apps

zz Rising cases of financial fraud and exploitation through loan apps and anonymous online 
platforms.

Strategies to Strengthen Cyber Resilience

1. Capacity Building and Training: Train police personnel and government staff in cybercrime 
investigation and digital hygiene.

2. Public Awareness Campaigns: Digital literacy drives in schools, colleges, and panchayats using 
platforms like Digital India and Cyber Surakshit Bharat.

3. Strengthening Cyber Police Infrastructure: Establish cybercrime units in every district with 
forensic and rapid response teams.

4. Regulatory Frameworks and Collaboration: Develop a state cyber policy aligned with the 
National Cyber Security Strategy; foster partnerships with private cybersecurity firms.

A robust cybersecurity ecosystem in Uttar Pradesh is essential to protect citizens, ensure trust in digital 
systems, and support the state's development trajectory.
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Q.19 Evaluate the current status of healthcare infrastructure in UP. How can the government 

improve primary healthcare services?

Ans: Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous state, faces significant challenges in healthcare 

infrastructure despite recent improvements. The state operates a three-tier health system, but 

primary healthcare — the foundational level — suffers from uneven distribution, shortage of 

trained personnel, and inadequate facilities, especially in rural areas. 

According to a CAG report (2023), many Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and Sub-Centres lack 

essential medical staff, equipment, and electricity, limiting their effectiveness.

Key Initiatives to Strengthen Healthcare in Uttar Pradesh

1. Emergency Transport Services

zz 102 Ambulance Service:

z| Provides free 24×7 emergency transport for pregnant women, newborns, and mothers.

z| Enhances access to institutional deliveries and reduces maternal and neonatal mortality.

2. Expansion of Diagnostic Facilities

zz Dialysis Services in All Districts:

z| Ensures affordable and accessible renal care, especially in government hospitals.

z| Reduces out-of-pocket expenditure for chronic kidney disease patients.

zz CT Scan Services in 74 Districts:

z| Affordable CT scans are now available, improving early diagnosis and timely treatment.

z| Reduces patient dependence on expensive private facilities.

3. Digital Health and Capacity Building

zz Behavioural Training for Support Staff:

z| Aims to improve patient interaction and satisfaction.

z| Builds public trust in government health facilities.
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zz e-Kavach Platform:

z| A digital tool for tracking high-risk pregnancies and newborns.

z| Supports effective monitoring, better data management, and timely interventions.

To further strengthen primary healthcare, the government must:

1. Invest in Infrastructure: Upgrade existing PHCs with modern equipment and utilities, establish 

new centres in underserved regions.

2. Strengthen Human Resources: Recruit and incentivize healthcare professionals, especially in 

rural areas, and provide continuous training.

3. Leverage Technology: Expand telemedicine services and implement health information systems 

for efficient management.

4. Enhance Community Participation: Empower ASHAs with better training and resources, run 

awareness campaigns on preventive healthcare.

5. Promote Public-Private Partnerships (PPP): Collaborate with NGOs and corporates to supplement 

services and mobilize resources.

In conclusion, while Uttar Pradesh has taken commendable steps, a comprehensive and people-centric 

approach is vital to ensure universal, accessible, and quality primary healthcare across the state.



Q.20 Evaluate the UP Tourism Policy 2022, focusing on its impact on infrastructure, heritage 

conservation, employment, and sustainable tourism.

Ans: The Uttar Pradesh Tourism Policy 2022 aims to reposition the state as a premier cultural and 

spiritual tourism hub through infrastructure enhancement, heritage conservation, employment 

generation, and sustainable tourism.

1. Infrastructure Development

zz Capital Subsidies: The policy offers incentives of up to ₹40 crore to attract private investment 

in tourism infrastructure such as hotels, convention centers, and wellness resorts.

zz Tourism Zones: Development of special tourism zones like Vindhya Dham to promote 

regional tourism.

zz Improved Connectivity:

z| Enhanced road and rail connectivity to key religious and heritage sites.

z| Focus on improved access to Ayodhya and the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor.

zz Air Transport Expansion:

z| Development of Kushinagar International Airport has boosted religious and Buddhist 

tourism, especially from Southeast Asian countries.

2. Heritage Conservation

zz Adaptive Reuse: Promotion of heritage properties for tourism use while preserving their 

architectural value.

zz Notable Projects:

z| Restoration of Chunar Fort to attract cultural tourism.

z| Heritage walks initiated in Lucknow and Varanasi to enhance visitor engagement.

zz Cultural Revival:

z| Organization of traditional events like Deepotsav in Ayodhya and Kumbh Mela in 

Prayagraj to revive and promote the state’s rich cultural heritage.
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3. Employment Generation

zz Skill Development: Training programs for tourist guides, hospitality professionals, and local 

artisans.

zz Community Inclusion:

z| Promotion of homestays in Bundelkhand to generate rural employment.

z| Special training and support for women entrepreneurs in local craft and culture-based 

tourism.

4. Sustainable Tourism

zz Eco-Tourism Circuits: Development around natural sites like Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary 

and Dudhwa Tiger Reserve.

zz Green Practices: Encouragement of eco-friendly practices like green buildings, plastic-free 

zones, and waste management.

zz Community-Based Tourism: Emphasis on involving local communities in planning and 

benefiting from tourism initiatives.

In sum, the UP Tourism Policy 2022 represents a balanced approach to economic development, cultural 

revival, and ecological responsibility. Its successful implementation could turn UP into a global tourism 

destination while ensuring inclusive growth


